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Writing in Psychology
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Institution Affiliations
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Psychology career is based on the study of human behaviors, hence it requires writing with three basic elements; descriptive, explanatory, and with the understanding of the concepts presented from an empirical investigation point of view. In the psychology career field, discipline-specific writing with its own rules and expectations is required. It ensures that the scientific goal of writing in psychology is achieved, that is effective communication, proper presentation of propositions, creation of logical arguments, presentation of empirical observations and experimental results, and analysis of how they interrelate. The most common writings in psychology career include literature reviews, research reports, journal critics, and sometimes application papers. 
Literature reviews
A literature review involves creating a thesis of the contribution of a certain material to the psychology field and most importantly evaluation of the research. A proper literature review writing includes highlights of controversies in the material that is, making comparisons and contrasts of competing theories and evaluating the better side of the argument. Additionally, proper literature review writing in the psychology career involves critic of current theories and provision of a framework that explains the future research in the particular field. In the entire evaluation of the literature, the focus is maintained in identifying the relationships among the presenting theories and studies, contradictions in the studies and theories, gaps in the literature, the methodology, and individual evaluation of the studies, (Sternberg, 2018). 
Research report writing 
In the psychology career, research report writing is common since the career involves a lot of research and fieldwork. A research report consists of an abstract, introduction, methodology, results, and discussion/analysis. The abstract consists of a single non-indent paragraph that provides a summary of the entire paper. The introduction provides a theoretical context of the study, describes the purpose of the study, and creates a hypothesis for the wiring. The methodology describes the methods used in conducting the study, materials, research design, and the procedure used. The results are then summarized in a statistical statement. Then the discussion follows, where the results are restated, practical analysis of the findings made, and suggestions for future research made, (Smyth, 2017). 
Journal Critiques
In the psychology career, sometimes psychologists might be required to review and critique articles previously published. First, the key components of the article are summarized, the weaknesses of the article identified and described, and then the strengths of the article or methodology identified and discussed. Finally, journal critique requires the identification and description of any major impacts of the study on the society, scientific literature, and/or future scientific analysis, (Teo, 2015).
However, regardless of the kind of writing, proper preparation which ensures that evidence is presented in the writing is very essential. It is important to understand the sources used in psychology, conduct thorough literature research, and write in the proper style and formatting. Precision is also very important in psychology writing, the use of plain language, and evidence-based reasoning. To achieve clarity in psychological writings, writers have to be free from ambiguity, have an orderly presentation of ideas, smooth flow of ideas, and considerate of the various readers.
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